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The importance of practitioners in collecting data as part of
surveillance & collating the evidence base
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Example from canine atopic dermatitis ¥ Nottingharm

#Olivry, T. et al. Interventions for atopic dermatitis in dogs: a
systematic review of randomized controlled trials. Veterinary
Dermatology 2010; 21: 4-22.

*Open Access OA

Cochrane
group

«Olivry T et al. Evidence based veterinary dermatology: a
systemic review of the pharmacotherapy of atopic
dermatitis. Veterinary Dermatology 2003; 14: 121-146.

«Olivry T et al. Treatment of canine atopic dermatitis: 2010
clinical practice guidelines from the International Task Force
on Canine Atopic Dermatitis. Veterinary Dermatology 2010;
21:233-248. OA
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J Vet Intern Med 2010,24:51-56

A Survey of Evidence in the Journal of Veterinary Internal Medicine
Oncology Manuscripts from 1999 to 2007

A. Sahora and C. Khanna

Objectives: To survey and monitor trends in evidence for oncology manuscripts published in the Journal of Veterinary
Internal Medicine (JVIM) betwoen 1999 and 2007 based on an evidence-based medicine (EBM) standard

Methods: Al veterinary oncology-related articles published in JVIM and 7 other high-impact
were collectod by database scarches. Relevant munuscripts then were characterized including inve
matter investigated. retrospective of prospective study design, manuscript type, and dassifications
EBM standard

Results: A total of 172 relevant veterinary oncology masuscripts were identified in JVIM between 1999 and 2007, The
proportion of cncology manuscripts published cach year rose with the total number of manuscripts published in JVIM (mean
13 g, 8-1 e author affiliations and subjct mutter were similar during this evaluation period. Case series
represented the m mmon manuscript type (40%). With the exception of a progressive increase in prospective manscripts
and a reduction reports, no sgnificant changes in the chissification of ripts using EBM standards were seen
During this same period, veterinary oncology manuscripts published in 7 high-impact journals were associated with higher
standards of evidence including prospective studics and randomized trials.

Conclusioms: The standards of evidence for veternary oncology manuscripts published in JVIM have remained static
between 1999 and 2007, This survey provides an informative benchmark for the state of evidence in previous JVIM oncology
and may be useful in identifying specific opportunitics that may raise the standards of evidence in future
n IVIM
Chinical triaks; Evidence-based medicine. Statistics

m 1999 10 2007
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Review of the safety and efficacy of long-term
NSAID use in the treatment of canine
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Note from the editor: The REFLECT statement is also published in Journal of Food Protection, Zoonases
and Public Health, and Joumal of Swine Health and Prodkuction. The Editorial board of this journal be-
lieves that the contents of this report will be an imporiant forward step in standardizing the design and
pa. Authors can

n conjunction with the REFLECT Explanation and Elaboration Document, which are available at the

T statement website, hitp: | fwww.reflect-siaiement.org.

The REFLECT Statement: Methods and Processes of Creating
Reporting Guidelines for Randomized Controlled Trials for

Livestock and Food Safety

AM. O’Connor, JM, Sargeant, LA. Gardner, 1S, l’h‘&um M E. Torren md consensus Inulln;
participants: C.E. Dewey, LR. Dohoo, R.B. Evans, J . M. Greiner, S.L, Lefebvre,
P.S. Morley, A. Ramirez, W. shm- D.R. Smith, K Snodeker, J Sofos, M P »\.ml R wills

domized controlled triak in livestock with production, bealth, and food-safety outcomes presents nique
adequately reported in trial reports. The objective of this project was to modify the CONSORT
artng refiect the uriqy o A2day
owus moeeting was held on November 18-19, 2008 in Chicaga, IL. to achieve the objective. Before the mweeting, 3 Web
0 ooty issoes for discussion. The 24 atiendoes were w
& producticn spestalists, joumal aditors, asistant edors, and asseciote editors. Befo
e completed  Web batod survey Indiatiag mbich CONSORT saicneant e would o f0 be
dres unique issues for livestock triaks. The consensis meeting resuld in the prodsction of the REFLECT (Reporting
ol Trials) statement for livestock and food safety and 22-tem checklist. Fourteen tems were
ackin. amd 30 addiicnal e was propeved 0 s hilesge ik The REFLECT

st cpudermol

fety outcomes.

Key words: Challenge stufies; Livestock: Randomized trial. Standards.
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Table2. Checklist of items for the REFLECT statement: reporting guidelines for randomized control trials in live-

stock and food safety

Reported
Paper Section on

CARES

Companion Animal Reporting Expectations and Standards (CARES) for studies
evaluating therapeutic interventions

Otgectives S Specific objectives and hypotheses. Clearly state primary and secondary objectives (if applicabic)

Outcomes 6 Clearly defined primary and secondary outcome measures and the levels at which they were
measured. and, when applicable, any methods used 1o enhance the quality of measurements
(ex. multiple observations. training of assessors)

Sample size 7 Howsampie size was determined and. when applicable, explanation of any interim analyses and
stopping rules. Sample-size comideration shou include sumple-size detcrminations at cach
Tevel of the arganizatianal stracture and the asmptions wed to accomt for am nowindeper-

dence among groap of individuals a group
Randomization §  Mehod used to generate the andors alocsion sequence at the rebevant devel of the organiza-
sequence thomal structure, incloding details of any restrictions (eg. blocking. stratification)

seneration
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Differences in efficacy between intention-to-treat and

per-protocol analyses for patients with psoriasis vulgaris and

atopic dermatitis: clinical and pharmacoeconomic implications
R.SCHIFFNER, J.SCHIFFNER-ROHE, M.GERSTENHAUER.* F.HOFSTADTER #

M.LANDTHALER AND WSTOLZ
epartment of Dermatolagy, *Cancer Repstry Conter Regenshuy. Hnstits of Pathoiogy, Urtversty of Regenshnay, 93042
narsy

Acceptd or publication 21 December 2000

Summary  Background  Pharmacoeconomic outcome research is based on three criteria: (i) evaluation of
objective therapeutic effects: (i) quality of life; and (i) treatment costs. Evaluation of therapeutic
effct is mainly based on the results of clinical trials using objective clinical measures, e.g.: Psoriasis
Arca and Severity Index (PASI) (score for psoriasis wulgaris) and the Severity Scoring of Atopic
Dermatitis (SCORAD) (score for atopic dermatitis). In most studies, only resulis for a treatment-
optimized subpopulation (patients treated according to the protocol) are presented in publications
‘The relevance of such data for daily routine therapy is doubtful.
Objectives Our purpose was 1o investigate the expected loss of eflectiveness of switching from a
clinical trial to daily routine therapy for the synchronous application of narrow-band ultraviolet
(UV) B phototherapy (311 nm) and bathing in 10% Dead Sea salt solution (synchronous
baln cophototherapy) for patients with psoriasis vulgaris and atopic dermatits.
Methods  We conducted a multicentre, uncontrolled observational study of outpatients. To achieve
data for “clinical trial" and ‘daily routine’ situations, two popula tions were compared: (i) all patients
ly treated according to the protocol (ATP) with no protocol deviations (data published in
cinical tiaks) and (1 all patients partipating in the swdy who received active treatmentat least
once, despite treatment  irregularities, non-compliance, carly withdrawal or other  protocol
violations [intention.to-treat-population (ITT), model for daily routine’].
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Interventions for atopic dermatitis in dogs: a wm
systematic review of randomized controlled trials

+ Implications for practice
Which drug

Efficacy

Cost
+ Implications for research

- Insufficient evidence of efficacy vs. evidence of no

efficacy
Variable disease severity
Adequate pharmacological data
Adequate power data
Common outcome measures
Longer term studies

m The University of
“"'1|nghan1

Acts Derm Venereol 2006, 86 485497
SPECIAL REPORT

Conflicts of Interest in Dermatology'

Hywel C. WILLIAMS', Ly uu\u DP, Carle PAUL', Aaders VAHLQUIST*", Sara SCHROTER* and Ray JOBLING'
UK GISED Sty Co Cxpadah Rt Begams

Pharma 4G,

e (rmerty Clinical Res
Yptata Sweden "Edver-n.CoME Aete Dermare. Tomreviopca
ohn's College, Combridge, UK

Conflicts of atology when profes-  on the topic of conflict of interest (COI) in dermato
sional judgement conce mary interest, such as  logy held at the Spring 2006 European Academy of
vesearch validity, may be influenced by a secondary inte-  Dermato-Venereology meeting in Finland It might

such as financial gain from a for-profit organization.  strike the reader that the topic of COI was an odd one
Conflict of interest is 3 condition and not a behaviowr,  for a meeting that relies so heavily on sponsorship from

the pharmaceutical industry Nevertheless, the session
was well attended and recerved by a wide range of col
leagues from academua, clinscal practice and ndustry
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of the subject by explorin
perspective of a der searcher, an industry re
searcher, a dermatology journal editor, 3 health services
vesearcher and 3 patient representative. Collectively
they illustrate the many ways in which conflicts can p

vade the world of dermatology publications and patient
suppart group activities. Key words: conflicts of interest;
dermatology; disease mongering; disease awarewess cam-

paigns; ghost anthorship.

1t was clear from the discussion that ensued from the
potentially difficult areas surrounding COI  derma
tology, that some themes relating to COI and dermato
logy research output needed o be shared more widely
amongst the dermatology community through a journal
article This article therefore represents a compil
of those talks, plus an additional contribution a
COland patient support groups from Ray Jobling. who

patient support

has psorsasis and who has worked
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EBVM - the evidence from review articles

+ Responsibility of the author
- Declare conflicts of interest
+  Consultation and research funding activities
- Declare sources of funding
- Use reporting guidelines
- REFLECT; CARES
+ Responsibility of the reader
- Understand the technical terminology

- Appreciate the potential weaknesses of RCTs and
systematic reviews with meta analysis
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Risks of harms using antifibrinolytics in cardiac
surgery: systematic review and network meta-analysis
of randomised and observational studies

X open access

Brian Hutton senior methodologist', Lawrence Joseph professor’, Dean Fergusson scientist and
associate professor’, C David Mazer professor and adjunct scientist’, Stan Shapiro professor”.
Aan Tinmouth scientist
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The future? - analysing and providing evidence

Using mixed treatment comparison to compare interventions: a research synthesis
example using antibiotic treatments for bovine respiratory disease.

Annette O'Connor et al. AABP Montreal Sept 2012
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The Veterinary Journal 191 (2012) 11-12
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Guest Editorial

Evidence is at the core of scientific method: A challenge for clinicians

Evidence ("... facts tending to prove or disprove any conclusion”.  medicine. These include guidelines to report randomised controlled
OED, 1989) is at the core of the scientific method, providing the ba-  trials for livestock with production. health and food safety outcomes
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sis for acquiring new and correcting and consolidating existing
knowledge. Within the disciplines of veterina evidence
athered though experimentation andor observation,
its strengths and limitations, with conclusions then
n using inductive and/or deductive reasoning (Dohoo
et al., 2009). The increasing use of systematic reviews and meta
analvses is particularty noteworthy. Svstematic reviews seek to

ev

(©'Connor et al.. 2010) and reporting guidelines for diagnostic test
accuracy studies for paratuberculosis in ruminants (Gardner et al
2011), Several authors have adapted and highiighted the importance
of these guidelines in veterinary medical research (Gardner, 2010;
More. 2010; O'Connor, 2010) and The Veterinary Journal now asks
that authors comply with relevant reporting guidelines

Another issue relates to the use of scientific evidence by clini
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CONTENT

1 EVIDENCE-BASED MEDICINE, CLINICAL REASONING AND CLINICAL AUDIT

o Welfare assessment in the clinical setting and consideration of all “five freedoms” The fu'rure - how do
when mak ions, for example recognising when an animal is in pain "
we deliver the

and/or distress, o suffering in any other way

« Understanding basic ethical decision making, including consideration of all : Py
stakeholders and cost benefit analysis evidence?

« Knowledge of RCVS Guide to Professional Conduet,including animal welfare
obligations, informed cansent, euthanasia with or withaut awner consent,

breaking client confidentiality, distinction between clinical and scientific

Undergraduates

procedure, relevant mutilations

= | | Postgraduates

Page 1512

B-Cliical Key skillz1

Certificate holders

« Basic knowledge of relevant legislation, for example species-specific regulations P
and welfare codes, as well as some understanding of unnecessary suffering Spectalls'rs
& Critical literature review and authority of sources
« Noeadepet e -
. Practitioners

Value of numerical data in informed practice.
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